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On June 17, the Nicaraguan government announced that beginning July 1, all US citizens seeking
to enter Nicaragua will be required to obtain visas. Officials said the decision was made to counter
the Bush administration's refusal to resume normal visa-granting procedures for Nicaraguan
citizens, and to prevent US intelligence agents from using the existing liberal entry procedures
for clandestine attempts to influence the elections scheduled for February 1990. US citizens were
required to obtain visas to enter Nicaragua until 1985, when the Reagan administration ordered
the closing of most Nicaraguan consulates in the US. In response to that step, which was seen in
part as a means to reduce the flow of US citizens traveling to Nicaragua, Managua lifted all visa
requirements for US citizens. According to the New York Times, under the new procedure, US
citizens who wish to visit Nicaragua will be required to obtain a visa by sending their passports
to the Nicaraguan Embassy in Washington, the sole remaining Nicaraguan consular office in
the US. A fee, which has not been set, will be charged for handling visa approvals, officials said.
Granting of diplomatic visas was resumed last month after being frozen for 10 months following the
expulsion of the US Ambassador in Managua, Richard H. Melton, and his Nicaraguan counterpart
in Washington. Nicaraguan officials said changes in the new visa policy would also depend on the
Washington's willingness to reopen its consular section for granting visas to Nicaraguan citizens.
(Basic data from New York Times, 06/19/89)
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